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Royal Commission on the Pike River Coal Mine Tragedy

Te Komihana a te Karauna mö te Parekura Ana Waro o te Awa o Pike

UNDER
THE COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY ACT 1908
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE PIKE RIVER COAL MINE TRAGEDY

MINUTE NO 13:  adverse findings
7 June 2012
Level 14, Prime Property Tower, 86-90 Lambton Quay, Wellington

P O Box 5846, Lambton Quay, Wellington 6145

Email: pikeriver@royalcommission.govt.nz

Freephone (NZ only) 0800 080 092

Introduction

1.
The Commission has received a number of inquiries concerning how affected parties will be afforded an opportunity to respond to adverse findings intended to be incorporated in the final report.  This included a request for a draft of the report to facilitate a response.

2.
A draft of the report will not be released, in part because the Commission’s terms of reference require that disclosure of the report, or its purport, may not be made except to the Governor-General.

The Commission’s approach

3.
The processes of the Commission were designed to ensure that evidence adverse to the interests of anyone was available to all participants and that there was opportunity to respond to such material.  Numerous people and organisations did respond by filing witness statements answering actual, or implied, criticisms made of them.  This means that affected parties have already been heard.

4.
If, however, the Commission considers someone has not had an opportunity to meet a criticism, and an adverse finding is contemplated, it will write to that person to provide advice of the intended finding and the evidence relied upon to support it.  The letter will invite a response within a defined timeframe.

An obligation of confidence

5.
Anyone who receives an adverse finding letter will be subject to an obligation of confidence in relation to its contents, including the party’s reply.  This obligation reflects the requirement upon the Commission referred to in paragraph 2.
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